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The English-speaking world has recently rehearsed a series of attacks against the experiences 
and identities of trans people. From the Trump administration’s aggressive policing of trans 
soldiers in the military, to rampant transphobia in the UK’s feminist circles arising from the 
recent consultation about the Gender Recognition Act, political tensions have lately brought 
renewed attention to the ideological schisms at work within our societies at large and within 
feminist communities more specifically. It is therefore more important than ever to bring 
together the discourses of feminism, gender and sexuality studies, queer theory, and trans 
studies, in an attempt at generating dialogue across discursive borders, and in solidarity with 
the recent plights of trans people. 

The divisive threat of trans-exclusionary radical feminism is once again upon us. As Patricia 
Elliot observes, “[s]adly, the ‘rage of radical feminist theories’ […] has not entirely 
disappeared. It reappears in various theoretical positions, political practices, and attitudes 
and has caused a major rift among feminists, as well as good deal of pain for transpersons.” 
As an antidote to such schisms, Elliot proposes a transversal methodology amongst the 
members of feminist and LGBT+ communities, a mode of thought recognizing their different 
experiences as well as those aspects that are shared”. The concept of transversality thus 
involves the intersecting of different subjects and how their meeting is shaped by their 
commonalities and their differences. It is the aim of our one-day conference at the University 
of Roehampton to encourage transversal thinking, so that epistemic and political bridges can 
be built between subjects who may in some ways be different from each other but who are 

Any transversal endeavour must also think beyond the realms of gender and sexuality and 
take into consideration the intersectionalities resulting from the various histories of 
colonialism and diaspora. According to Hwa Yol Jung: “In today’s multicultural and 
globalizing world, we are in dire need of inventing new concepts to explore changing 
realities. I would venture to say that transversality is one of those new concepts that replaces 
the outmoded Eurocentric idea of universality in Western modernity.” So, another crucial 
dimension of our conference will be thinking about other semantic formations of the prefix 
“trans-“ and of trans subjectivity, such as transnationalism, transculturalism, and translation. 
Thinking beyond the persistent legacies of the European Enlightenment, transversal thinking 
about gender and sexuality ought to include concepts and theories challenging the contours 
of Eurocentrism, welcoming diverse race, ethnic, religious, and cultural perspectives, 
especially those posited at the crossroads of different cultural traditions. 



Our conference’s plenary address will be delivered by Dr Ulrika Dahl, Professor of Gender 
Studies at Uppsala University (Sweden), whose intersectional work in critical femininity 
studies, queer studies, studies of kinship and reproduction and on feminist theory and 
activism will productively speak to our conference’s themes and ethos.  

We will also hold a Round Table led by the Trans Studies Network UK.  

We welcome presentation proposals on any trans, feminist, and queer issues, but we would 
particularly encourage paper proposals on the following topics:

• Trans and feminist representation in visual 
and print media 

• Trans-Exclusionary Radical Feminism 
• Trans and feminist perspectives on 

transnationalism 
• Trans and feminist translation 
• Intersectionality 

• Indigeneity 
• Postcolonialism 
• Kinship studies 
• Transgeneric narratives 
• Transmediality 
• Postposttranssexuality 

This conference is funded by the research project Bodies in Transit II: Genders, Mobilities, 
Interdependencies, which is funded by the Spanish government, and which has research 
partners across Europe, and it is co-organised by the Trans Studies Network UK, a new 
academic network based at the University of Roehampton.   

The deadline for abstracts is 30 January 2019. It is our aim to communicate decisions within 
a month of the deadline. Please send your abstracts to the conference convenor,  
Dr Alberto Fernandez-Carbajal at a.fernandez-carbajal@roehampton.ac.uk.  


